
Elr$t Postoffice Was Located
fit Lewisport and Joseph Jet-

frey Was. Postmaster.
GOT NINETY-EIGHT CENTS
Fop His First Year's Work
Which is Considered a Re¬

cord in State.
February 13, 1845. th» legis¬lature of Virginia. spread upon, 1M

records the act which created- DoA-
|e county . The territory nev-
ry for the formation of Dod¬
ge county was taken from Tyler/H&rlson counties. With this act

£ already thickly populated terrl-
whlch wa» increaslg in pio-

ers every year, became a sepa¬rate and distinct' unit In the Btate-$vernment.
he date of the first Battlement
Joddrldge county Is a mootedition. However, it in generally
jidered that the first ijetilers

from southern Pennsylvania.
. emigrants came down the
o river from Pittsburg, and oth-
Lorthein points and located along

the banks of the river near the pres¬ent site of Sidtersvllle. and helpw
as far as St. Marys They discov¬
er^ a stream which, llowed into, the
Ohio riyer notr Siatersvllie. Near
tHe mouth of thig stream, and lo¬
cated m :h,o Ohio river was an Is¬land. The island extended abovo
th£ inouth of the stream and the pi¬
oneers named it Middle Island. The
stream took Itn name from this faet
abd it has had that name ever since-
As time vtent on .the hardier eml-'

grants pushed' back from the Ohio,
and following the counts or Middle
Island creek, settled along its

Later pioneers .crossed from, the
.valley of Virginia and tattled . ut,
Ihlr new: territory.' About the yeasj.1788, following the Buffalo trail, %
part of which constitutes the North¬
western Virginia turnpike, the Vir¬
ginians came into what is now Dod¬
dridge county. From that timft for-
,ward, the early piopera diverged
from various streams, running
through what is now known as Dod¬
dridge county, and turned the wil¬
derness into a populated djsttfot.Later, coming from the East,-fromHarrison county, what Is now known
aB Doddridge county sot an inflnx
of good citilzens, who<t« descendants
afe still to be found here.

Early Honda.
Roads were scarce in those days,

\ T^RENZO^LTsADLm

Lorenzo L. Sadler Is a native ot
Barbour county, but has lived In
Doddridge counly for the last thirty
years. Mr. Sadler was educated fn
the common schools o£ West Vir¬
ginia and is a graduate of Salem
College. 11 also attended the state
¦.university several terms. Mr. Sad-jler has dedicated his life to school
¦work and Vv-ith tho exception of the
.lime he hHs spent in preparation fori
that work. aM cf h i activities have
beeq in the cchool room.

. Five years ago Lorenzo L. Sadler!
Wan elcted coun:y superintendent of
schopls of Doddridge county. His
¦work was of a high order and last,
yeai-' he was re elected to the same,
office by a -a iiic r .'.rjiu. His work
during the second term is of as high
and perhaps higher order'than dur¬
ing the first term.

Before his election as county su¬
perintendent, Mr. Sadler taught
school thirteen yoars. A'l of this
time; was spent in the Dcdciridge
county schools with tho exception ol
one term spent in Harison county,

HAS MADE GOOD
«&$#*£4' * v..'- *. 3V.". i »;.. i ^tisS3itela

- < ,.;- "¦;
And He Will Probably Bp a

Candidate for Re¬
election.

Anthony Yielding
*

McCue vita
born in Nicholas county tuJrty-one
years ago: He graduated ar Wes-
leyan College In the class of 1904
and then entered the law school of
;the West Virginia University. From,
the latter institution lie graduated
in the class of 1306. Mr. McQpe
.went directly to West Union after
he graduated and began the prac¬
tice of law. Since that time he has
had a marked degree of success 1%this profession. He bears the dis¬
tinction of being the youngest prac¬
ticing attorney at the Doddridge
county bar, and at that he could not
be called a stripling.

In. 1908 Mr. McCue was a candi¬
date for prosecuting attorney and,
was defeated. I cl9l2 ho was again
a candidate for the same, office and
was opposed by P. M. Ireland. Mr."
McCue was returned by a, handsome
majority and today he is' discharg¬
ing the dutles'ot the ofl)ce, with credr
it to himself and honor to his coun¬
ty. In all propbablllty Mr, MoCu»
will be a candidate for re-election.

the principal ones being little more
than trails and cow patches. The
first known record at an attempt to
build a road in Doddridge county
was in artYi In that year the Eng¬lish government sent an engineering
corpa to run a line from Cumberland
to the Ohio river, with the idea of
constructing a, military road. It Is
said by old setUers that, this, road:
was intended as a short ronte to tltel
Ohio river, and the proposed route
would Have made the road through
Doddridge county. The, road was
never built for the next year the
colonies aeclared war agalnBt the
mother country.

Ear3Jr Families,
The. Davis family, originally from

New Jersey, figured prominently In
the Gaily history of th|. county, lp
1821 'the family moved into this sec-'
tion and purchased what is known1
as the. Caldwood, Woods qnd< Chap-'line surveys, embracing, sixteen;'
thousand', two. hundred acres, on, a1
part of which the town of West1
Union is now located. In 1852: thaiDavis family- conveyed: the same tg
Lewis Maxwell; reserving-therefrom
fourteen hundred and fifty-seven
acres, extending from the. mouth of
Doe run to to the mouth of Blue!
Stone, including the present site of
West Union. Nathan Davia. and
Joseph Davis conveyed the land back
to Lewis Maxwell, who sold, portions
thereof to Joseph Jeffrey, and Jeff¬
rey played an. important part in the
early affairs of the county.

I First Postofflce.
On the part of the land sold to

Joseph Jeffrey, a postofflce was. es¬
tablished :n 1825, called Lewisport.
which was located one mile east of
the present site of West Union, on
the Northwestern turniplke. The.
postmaster general's report for the
year 1828 shows that Joseph Jeffrey
then the postmaster at Lewisport,
received 98 cents talary for his
year's work.

Along about this time Ephrain}
Bee kept a hotel near the top of the
Grave Yard bend, which is now
known as the Block House, Hill,
Nathan Davis lived in a "brick house
Where the present Doddridge county
court house now stands. Mr. Davis
had a well in the rear of his dwellr
ing, the walls of which were du^
Into when the court house was conr
structed. J. H. Dis Bar, an educated
Frenchman, who led a party of Ger¬
mans into this territory In 1866 and
located a colony nt what is known
as the Cove district, naming the coir
ony St. Clara, is said to have courted.
and won his second wife as she car*
ried water from this same spring.
That spring now furnishes the nupr
ply of water for the Howard founr
tain. '

Mr. Dis Bar was Ite designer c,f
the coat of arms of West Virginia.

DODDRIDGE C OUNTY BANK.

..V'\ V ' v y-'IVV.-v
In 1000 the' Doddridge County-

Bank was established, in WeBt Union.
Up,until 1893 the pepple.of West Un--
ion W.er,a compelled to go tq Clarks¬
burg or-PftflkgrsbiiTS. and qccafiloAal-
ly to Wheeling to do their banking.
West Union was in the same senator¬
ial district as. Ritchie, Tyler and Wet_
zel and up.uu.UJ tlyrt time no bank ex¬
isted: In thq district. West. Union en-
Joys the distinction of- being the
Some of the first banking establish¬
ment in thl3 senatorial district.'

After tl»e establishment of the first
bank, ip WeBt Union, it sdefe became
evident that the "institution was not
able, to handle all the business, so
in 1900 the Doddridge County Bank
was established. It might be interest¬
ing to note that ope of the prime mov¬
ers in the 'establishment of the paw
bank was L. R. Charter, who built the
firat hotel in West Union and who was
active in' thq affairs of early West
Union. The'Doddridge County Bank
has been eminently successful from
Its inception. In the beginning the
avqwed purpose of founders of the
bank was to dola regular commercial
banking business and carry checking
accounts and deposits. The sound

',> ,method by which the business has al¬
ways been conducted ami the- cour¬
teous treatment given to."depositors;
jno matter how small the account, and
!tho effort to meet;the people of Dod¬
dridge county more than half-way in,the matter of accommodation, has been
the reasons for the unusual success Qt
the Qoddridge County Bank.
The Doddridge County Bank occur

pies the' first floor of the bank build-
ing which stands on the corner of
Main and Columbian streets. The
building Is qonstriioted of pressed
brick, trimmed with stone and, th,e
three other floors are occupied by ot-
fices and lodges. The-building lg one
of the most beautiful: and bear con¬
structed, ones in the city.-W 'A- ¦¦ m&iiifillEvery preqaij^p^^^aifr'beeii, taken
to protect the funds of the depositor.
A National screw-door safe is the de¬
pository tor the mangdjntrusted to
the care of the Doddridge County
Bank and in addition, a heavy bur¬
glar insuranco is carried.
The officers of Ijhe.Dddjlridfe Coun¬

ty Bank arq J, H. Gribble, president;
J. D. McReynolds, vice-president; and
u. R. Charter, cashier. -,-t

He was the nrst emigrant commis¬
sioner of West Virginia and made
his home for years near the site or
Leoppld.

Early Iroutile.
In the wrangle that followed Rib

organization of Doddridge county,
Lewlsport p.nd West Union were
contenders for the location of the.
county seat. There was a. great deal
of bitterness In the contest. The
Davis family wanted, the, cpuK
house located at West Uhipn, ana
the Bee t'actiqn. in what was then
known as Lewlsport. A vote was
taken and ihe county seat was lo¬
cated at West Union. In pursuance
with his agreement. Captain Nathan
Davis deeoec the county court tho
plot- of ground upon which the pres¬
ent court house now stands. Lewis-
port, subsequent to the founding of
Wetft Union went into decadence.
Tho postoillce was abpiiaheu aCS to¬
day that settlement Is a portion of
West Union.

The First Court House.
On the plot of ground deeded to

the county court by Nathan Davis
was located a brick building, which
Mr. Davis had used as a hotel. Tals
building was used as a court house
until about the year 1850, when the
county court ordered.a new building
constructed. This was built on the
same site and, was used until 1880.
In that year, the bulding being to
small for. the growing needs qf the
county, a. new building was ordered
constructed, the commissioner;; then
being B. H. Maulnby, Jacob Bennin-
ger and W. S. Rosb. The new build¬
ing was qccupled until 1808, when It
was destroyed by lire and the pres¬
ent structure.w«m erected. "

The Flrat Holel.
About tho time of the formation

of the county, Nathan Davis laid out

the present location of West Union
into town lots. The surveying was
done oy a man named Bond. The
lots wq-Q Intended to have been
at rlgljt augle with, what is noW
Main fetreet, but unfortunately they
\yere made acute angles. Among
the early settlors and purchxvra p£j
lots were inapy.. Epople whose d»-:
Bcendants now reside here. The
first hotel built here was constructs
ed by Dr. L. U. Charters.. The
building stood on the. comer npw
occupied by Ute First National. Bank.
Moses Jennings of Udjontown, Pa.,
built a hotel where the Cox, Broth irs
place of business now vtanrts. John
J. Ingle buVlt a hotel where the
Reenrd o(Ree now s.ands, whjah. ha
afterwards, sold to. F. M. E. Smith
who sold the name to James A. Fo¬
ley. who qwned it, at the;tijiie of.. the
fire of 18&8', When It was destroyed
The U. S. Hotel, Suilt by Jennings,
^as torn down about 1900, to n^e
room for the present Cox Brothers-
store. Lt T. Dfcvia. grandson of Na¬
than Davis, kept ra hotel on. Main
street during, tie. Clyll, wair, and still
occupies the same building at the
age of 82 years.

the First National Bank." was es¬
tablished. Prior to 1893 the people
ot West Union did their banking prin¬
cipally in Clarksburg and Parkers-
burg. Some little business, was done
in Wheeling. Prior to 1890 West Un¬
ion was in the senatorial district,
comprised of the counties of Ritchie,
Doddridge, Tyler, and 'WeUei, and

The Doddridge Window Glass
Company was organized In 191,1 for
the purpose of manufacturing high
grade window glass. January 29,
1912, work.was started, at the plant.
The establishment Is located about
three-quarters of a mile from West
Union proper, along the tracks oi
the Baltimore and Ohjp railroad,
and about four acros of ground is
occupied by th<e buildings and side
<tracks. The ground upon which the
plant, standi Is owned by -the com-
pany.
Natural gas Is used as fuel by the

Doddridge Window Glass Company,
and the cheapness of this fuel, to¬
gether with the excellent sito of-,
fered by WeBt Union citizens were the
cause, for the organization, of tho
company and its location.
At the-present time extensive re-,

pairs are being made at the plant and
preparations are being mad? for the
busy season. Work will begin
the first part of October and
the prospects are that it will be con¬
tinued steadily during the coming
wjnter and spring. The' Doddridge
Window Glass Company is a liana
plant and about 115 men are em¬
ployed. There is one tank; with
twenty-four, blowers. The plant-. Is
a very large factor in.the industrial
life of West Union.
The officers of tfca compapy are a*

follows: John J. i'oley, president:
L. R. Charter, Jr., secretary; and J:
G. Charter, treasurer.

there was not a bank located in this
district.

Ephedra H*ee,Jw'uo tftQ a black-

HmMMIfirst store In thisjconraunity.' As se't-

growing, territory. About th^t tlm,e
the Nee^r House at Morgan's 5un,
the Jaco house, on Prltchard's Run
land; the Brick House at Greenwood
flourished;

Eagdy Schools.
Before the ,warim>; free, schools ex¬

isted in Virginia, but about the be¬
ginning, or a little-before the war-the
Southern Methodists built a-house .in
West Union', which still stands' and is
occupied by Mrs. Lulu Doston. This
building was. used for a short, tline
as an academy.' This was disrupted
by the war and then for some time,
the schools in West Unton were most¬
ly of a private character. About 1867
the first free school was .taught la
;the old academy, building by. P. F.:
Randolph, of Salem, who Is still liv¬
ing. About 1848 the Independent
school district was. formed and a lot
was purchased from James A. Foley,
where the Columbian Hotel now
stands and a two-story frame build¬
ing was erected. This, building is a
part of the above mentioned hotel:
In the early days two teachers were

SHERIFF AND. MjRS. ELI NUTTER.

There-is one raanln West^Virginiajwho is an earnest opponent of-race
M. lie ha« demonstrated-bis ear-!

nestness by his life. Eli Nutter Is
the gentleman's name and''he is the;

".'iiii ut Of DOddrldge county. Mr. Nut-
Is tbft «.?, thirtpeo children,

ridge county ia , 1853". Sis great
grandCathqr owned'the ground upon
which stood the old Nutte? fort In
Sarr^on oquflty, Wtyrn. Mr. N,qiyter.
ty.-u a small, child both Shis' father. And
mother died and ha made his. home
[with Lewi? Maxwell. In 1873 Mr.
Nutter and Mary Francis Maxwell,
were married and begajx housekeepingMil ar®
daugiitei
served "lu ,

this dlstric

Nuttqr ana bis. young bride began
tljelir home milling, Tbsy bough! 4
farnj in this county and sotting thplr,
shoulders to the wheel began their

Iflgjit. Today Ell Nutter owns 1.200
acres of farm land in this county and
is well fixed as far as "the material
ct'oJ. o: the eartji are concerned. H«
Jibs reared a family of thirteen chll-
idren and today Is held In high es-
toera b» the people of' Doddridge. Mr.
Nutter's life demonstrates what can
¦bo done by. a it)an, who, although he
begins without worldly, wealth, has

yv;'7. .;>

fsjgjsfarassjsaffi* :» [»ifMeujt/uy-r ao
of age Mr. Howard'had his- first ex-
erience in dentistry, the rpofesslon;whichi he Is practicing at the preB-
enut time. During th years.that fol-
lowed the first exerlence, Dr; How¬
ard has practiced the-profession of
deritlstvy with a marked" degree of
success. ,

Eight years ago Dr.^Howard came
to West Union and oj?"""J -

.office. Since that"1, ti
gained the confidence
and two years ag9 he
mayor of West Union. At the end
of the first term he was re-elcted

There': have been many .Improve-

r° TBCSKfJrWSYMVC "l*w»o t

constructed. And .with these -im¬
provements there came the^ opening
of. the old- Davis Spring. It was
wholly through the efforts oC Dr.

employed and the, .three 3 s were ex-

SgM£«§ ij the.cMldren of. the town*,
people. Thq territory Included prac¬
tically £he same territory it,now.has.
Today thMje. are located, 1a JVert Un-
ion 4 school building with ten rqojms.
a. om room building ob.Rm'Rub ana
a two-room building ip the WsLbash'«&-
ditlon. The ten room, building,, in
which tba high school Is. located, was
erected at the cost of fttojit- *2W<$swhich money was.rslsediby a bp
sue. It Is constructed^ of )priftasa & v.brick and stucco and ~
kn- (he modern convenii

The relJioSf
reatented in the'early.
Union. In 1859 the Methodiat^pisco-
pals: became established here; op the
site of the present building'. Duringthe construction of tho Baltlmpre ahtt
Ohio railifjad, the CathoUcs erected
a church building- on trieir cemetery
lot, but in 1'889, built "a church and
parsonage ip the west, end of the
town. The baptists, built on the cor¬
ner of Cottage avenue and Coui-t
Street, a few years since, a beautiful
building. The United brethren, about
1905, erected a fine church and par¬
sonage near the banks of t,he Middle
Island Greek. The Christian church
has built fi. beautiful edifice in the
Wabash addition. *

OH Development.
The first activity in the. oil busi¬

ness came' to Doddridge county In
1889. Ih that year J. M. Guffey and
Company came Into the county seek¬
ing leases on, aj land for oil sad gas,,offering a small bonus to the farm¬
ers.; The farmers .readily leased their
lani} and soon practically the entire
coupty. was under lease. -A short time
afterwards T. M. Jackson cape, into
the, county and took up a large num¬
ber of leases, and about this time the
Standard' Oil Company, through the
representative of the South Penn Oil
Company, bough,t up the leases that-
h«tf[been taken by tne other two par¬
ties an/1 leased thousands of addition¬
al acres for themselves. About the
year 1890 the South Penn Cojipany
made locations at Franks Run,' Topis
Fork and 'other places. In the county
and proceeded to drills tor olli Pro¬
ducing wells were found and the oil
excitement began.. From that time on
for' a nuipber of yqars, the oil busi¬
ness prospered. In Doddridge county.
Large amounts of money Were invest¬
ed In leases and, developments. The
excitement having subsided, the de¬
velopment devolved'ipto the hands et
a few, principally the-tributary com¬
panies of the Standard OIL

West Union.
West Union was incorporated three

tlm.es. The first time about 1873.
That charter died a natural death] It

(Continued on page 10.)

te
place ot his birth wag aboi
miles from West Union, the c
seat. tfr. Ashburn was. educa'
the common schools OBKafc.c
Fairmont normal, Salem eollegthe state, university at Morgt Aftei^wardi he; became fcng-
schpol work and nab taught
items, thirteen of these, in D<
county- and one a^.Sutton, ;]county. He was county supe
det of schools, for Doddxlilge
eight years and during that tl
came' ' prominent as

'

an educ
throughout the entire state.

Mr. Ashburn occupies a noted
sition in that he was one of.
'county superintendents who a
in compiling the rules and n
tlons for the uniform teachers' i
nation. '

U
Eight yoars ago last fall'O. A

burn was elected to-, the state a
on the Hspublicr-
one. term, <our

,

l»is; constituents.:ani
¦not on the'educatii
the senate, Senator

Ion he mad# an unusual
a young man. He is the aul
the two-cent rate.law and the
text book law. During the s
this year the state board of edui
granted. Senator Ashbam t*'"'
life teacher's certificate that
granted. In West Vi^glifla.
done in recognltlou of the
efforts of: tije Senator to pi
ucational , system of the »«i ,i
highei plane.

July 1, 1915 Senator Ashb'
appointed inspector ot weight
measures for West Virginia,
one of the two inspectors who
hare complete charge or weighf
measures. in the state. At th
ent tin\e he is engaged in
ing the work of his office,
tioned at Morgantown, yhi
conducting work in the phj
oratories of the state unfarersli


